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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Ninth Report — “Annual Report 2017–18” — Tabling 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [10.15 am]: I present for tabling the ninth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Annual Report 2017–18”. 

[See paper 2099.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Because the committee has been extremely diligent and conscientious over the last year I have 
been on my feet on numerous occasions, so I do not intend to spend long on the tabling of the annual report. First 
of all, of course, I need to thank the assiduous efforts of acting principal research officer, Vanessa Beckingham, 
who has worked tirelessly—often single-handedly—given the heavy workload of the committee. I also thank the 
principal research officer who is currently on leave, Alison Sharpe. I thank my colleagues on the committee: deputy 
chair, Hon Jim Chown, MLC; member for Kalamunda, Matthew Hughes; and Hon Alison Xamon, MLC. The 
committee took some time to start its deliberations in earnest because there were some questions about the 
composition of the committee and its powers. Due to some level of controversy surrounding the membership of 
the committee, we did not exactly hit the ground running. As the report indicates, clarification was obtained from 
senior counsel and the committee then proceeded at some pace. 

The important work completed by the committee during the reporting period included tabling two reports into the 
historic complaint against the WA Police Force by Dr Robert Cunningham and Ms Catherine Atoms. Although 
out of the reporting period, I note that last Friday they were successful in their appeal before the Supreme Court. 
The committee had previously commented that the government should perhaps not have pursued that appeal. As 
part of the tabling of this report, I also acknowledge the cooperation and assistance of the Parliamentary Inspector 
of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, and the Corruption and Crime Commissioner, 
John McKechnie, and his staff. Our work would have been significantly diminished and harder if we had not 
received the cooperation, excellent feedback and dialogue with those two bodies. 

As noted in the annual report, the committee is currently looking at the issue of procurement, which has become 
a live issue following the Corruption and Crime Commission report on the North Metropolitan Health Service, 
and it hopes to report on that in the new year. 
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